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CHAPTER XXL
TEE MAHRIAGE OF MATA

Presently the door opened, and the
BEDOT WAS ht into the sanctuary,
as he thought to his death. for I saw
that his teeth were set, and that his
hand clenched, as thongh to defend
himself, but as he came the most of the
counci. rose and bowed to him., saying:
“Hail to you! Son of the Sea, Fa-
vored of Heaven, Father foreordained

ﬂ;he Dﬁlimrer to come!™
hen he knew that the plot had sue-
ﬁiefded,and!ﬁemdamz sigh of re-
“Hearken, white lord,” said Mattai,
for Tikal sat still and scowled on him
in silence, “the have spoken by
their oracle.  As Zibalbayg thought so
it is, and your feet have b&n led for a
rurpcrsc to the gates of the City of the
feart. Listen to the words of the
gods,” and, taking the tablet, be read
10 bim the false prophecy. *“Now
chocse, white man. Will yon take the

Lady Maya to wife, or wiil you be put |

to death, in that, having wandered
to the City of the Ieart, you refuse to
obey the command of the gods?”

Now the semor thought, and an-
swered:

“*The man wonld be foolish who hesi-
tated between death and so fair and
sweet a bride. Still, this is a matter
that I cannot decide alone.
the Lady Maya?”

“Bhe says,” answered Mayva, *‘that,
althongh this is a marriage for which
she did not look and it is a new thing
that a daughter of the Heart should
take a stranger of less'mancient blood to
husband, the will of Heaven is her
will, and the lord that Heaven chooses
for ber shall be her lord,” and she
stretehed ont her hand to him.

He took it, and, bending down, kissed
‘her fingers, saying:

*May 1 be worthy of your choice,
lady."

Now, I thonght that the ceremonies
wwere finished and was glad, for I grew
weary of assisting at this farce. but
the old priest, Zibalbay's foster broth-
er, rose and said:

“One thing more must be done,

rethren, before we leave this sanctua-
ry. and it is to swear in these strangers
us members of the council.”

“Ay! it is well thiought of. Letthem
be sworn, and remember that to break
the oath is death,” was the answer.

Then we went out, accompanied by
BMaya. Mattai and the escort of priests,
passed through the halls and passages
out into the courtyard ot the temple
und thenece to apartments in the palace,
where we refreshed ourselves with
food, for we were wenry. The trick had
shoceeded, the ordeal was past, and for
the present at least we were no longer
in danger of our lives; more, the power
of Mattal was confirmed, and his
caughier was assured in her position

as the wife of Tikal, and the senor and
the Lady Maya were about to attain
‘the fullpess of their desire and to be de-
cljarcd one in the presence of the peo-

e.

Well, the thing was done, and it was
useless to regret it or to think of the
future, so turning to Mattai I asked
him what was to happen on the pyra-
“mid.

“There will be a great gathering of
the people.” he answered, “‘as is cos-
‘tomary at dawn after the night of the
Rlsimi of Waters, and there they will be
“told all that has happened in the sanc-
tuary. and then, if it is their will, Ti-
kal will B> confirmed as cacique, ac-
cording to the bargain, and either
to-day or to-morrow the white man
here will become the husband of the
Lady Maya, inorder,” he added, with a
sneer, “that of their union may be
born the Deliverer who is to be. Now,
if you are ready, it is time for us to go,
for the multitude is gathered and an
-escort awaits us without,”

Leaving the palace we placed our-
selves in the center of a party of no-
bles and guards who were in attend-
-ance, and marched across the courtyard
and up the steps of the pyramid. The
night was growing gray with the break-
ing of the dawn,and in the pearly light
through which the stars shone faintly
we perceived that bands of priests and
nobles, wrapped in their broidered ser-
apes, for the morning air was chilly,
stood in their appointed places round
the altar.

In front of them were ranged the
dense masses of the people, drawn here
+to make their prayers upon this feast
day, and also by desire tolearn the
truth as to the death of Zibalbay, the
fate of the strangers who had accompa-
‘nied him from the unknown lands, the
decision of the council as to the sncces-
sor to the place and power of cacique,
and, lastly, whether or no the oracle of
the god had spoken to his priests upon
this or any other matter when the lost
talisman was set in its place upon the
altar.

On reaching the altar seats were

ven to usamong the Nobles ci the

eart, those of Maya and the senor be-

ing placed in such fashion that they
would be visible to the whole multi-
tude.

To the People of the Ieart the ocea-
sion was a t one, seeing that but
tittle rain falls in their country, and
thus they depended for a bountifal har-
vest u the inundation of the island
and of the low shores that lay around
the lake, by its waters swollen with the
melted snow of the great mountains on
the mainland, When the waters re-
treated then they planted their in
in rich land, made fertile without labor
to themselves by the mud, whence be-
fore the lake rose again they gathered
‘their corn and other crops.

When they had ended their praying,
and gifts of fresh flowers bad en

laid upon the altar by beautiful chil-| &0

dren chosen for that purpose, Tikal
blessed the people as high priest, and
‘the simple ceremony came to an end.

Then Mattai rose to speak, telling
the ple all things that had hap-
pened, or so much of them as was ex-
g«lient that they should know. He
‘told them of the death of Zibalbay, of
4he setting of the lost talisman in the
symbol, and of the writing that was

'onnd therein, which he read aloud to
them amid a dead silence.

Then he told them how the Lady
Maya and the senor had consented to
be married in obedience to the voice of
the oracle, and lastly. how she, the
Lady Maya, had desired that her cousin,
Tikal, shouid continue to be cacique of
4he City of the Heart, that she might
have more leisure to attend upon her
heaven-sent husband and to be at rest
antil that child was become a man,
whose wisdom and power shonld make
“4hem even greater than their forefa-

much applause and other expressivis
of joy.and a esman from among

the people as when the marriage of

the white miﬂ:ﬂ of t{w m&en.
to the Lady wou I
lace. This qnuﬁm’:‘ahe answered
Enpuuun. modestly that it was
her lord's that it should take place
that very night in the bangueting hall
of the snd that a great feast
should be celebrated in honor of it.
Mhrthhthhlkhlmtouﬁ
Tikal no word good or
Seyond as the duties of kis office

What says |

required. and, according to the enstom

of the country, many people, noble and
simple, came forward to congratulste
her who was about to be made a bride.
; Wﬂd watehing them and of hear-
ing ¥ speeches, | took ad-
vantage the escort of a friendly
noble and went to sce the ceremony of
the closing of the floodgate, a huge
bloek of marble that slid downa ve
into & niche prepared to reerive it,
where it was fastened with great bars
of copper and sealed by certain officers,
although, as I was told, the rising
water wourld not reach it for another
eight or ten daya.

Abont midday I returned to the
apartments that had been assigned to
me in the palace, and hearing that the
senor was still in attendanceon the Lady
Maya I ate my dinner alone with sac
appetite as I could find, and lay down
to sleep awhile.

I was awakened from my rest by the
senor, who arrived looking merry as he
used to be before ever Molas came to
lead us to the old Indian doctor and his
daughter, and full of talk about the

reparations for his wedding that night.
flistencil toall he had to say and strove
earnestly to fall into his mood, but, as
I sup =, without eifect, for in the end
he femiu mine, which was but a sad
on®, and began to talk regretfully of
the past and doubtfully of the future.
Now, I did my best to cheer himup,
but with little avail, for he shook his
head and said:

“Indian as she is, I love Maya dearly, |
and no other woman has beenorean be |
so much to me,and yet I amafraid. Igna-
tio, for this marriage is ill-omened, and |
I pray that what has been begun in
trickery may not end in desolation. |
Also the future is black bLoth for you |
and me. You eame here for a certain
purpose and will desire to leave again
to follow your purpose, nor, although I
take this lady to wife, do 1 wish to
spend my days in the City of the
Fleart. And yet it wounld scem that un-
less we can escape, this is what we
must do.”

“Let us hope that we shall be able to
escape.” I answered.

“I doubt it.,"” he said, “*for already 1
have discovered that though we be
treated with all honor, vet we shall be
closely watched, or at least I shall for
certain reasons. Still eome what may,
I trust that this marriage will make no
breach in our friendship, Ignatin.™

“I do not know, senor, though I think
that for weeks its shadow has lain be-
tween us, and I fear lest that shadow
should d=epen.  Also it bas been fated
that women and their loves should
come between me, my ambitions and
my friends. From the moment thatmy
eyves fell upon Lady Moya. bound to
the altar in the chapel of the hacienda,

1 feit that her grent beaunty would |
bring trouble upon vs, and it woald
seem that my heart did not fie to me.” |

Withont answering the senor lay
down on the bed, where he remained,

whether xleeping or awake 1 do not
knove, till the hour of sunset, when he
was aroused by the arrival of several
Jords and attendantis, who eame to lvad
him to the bath. ©On his r¢turan other
messencers entered. bearing magnifi-
cent robes and jewels, the gift of Lady
Maya, to be worn by him and by me at
he eeremony. Then barbers, having
trimmed and seented his hairand beard
according to the fashion of this people,
he was decked ont like a vietim for the
sacrifice. So soon as all was prepared |
the doors were flung wide, and six
officers of the palace came through
them, bearing wands of office in their
hands, accompanied by a troop of sing-
ing girls chosen for their loveliness,
whieh, to speak the truth, was not
small. In the midst of these officers
and ladies the senor was placed. and,
followed by myself, who walked behind
with a heavy heart, he set out for the
banqueting ball.

As we reached it the doors were
thrown open and the singers set up a
love song, pretty enough. but so foolish
that I bhave forgotten it. We passed
the threshold and found that the great
hall was crowded with guests arrayed
in their most brilliant attire, whereon
the lamplight shone bravely.  Through
this company we wulked till we reached
an open space at the far end of the hall,
around which, in a semieirele, sat the
members of the Council of the Heart,
Tikal and his wife being placed in the
center of them, having Mattai on their
right, and on their left that old priest,
Dimas, the foster brother of Zibalbay,
who had administered the oath to us.

As we advanced, with one exception
all the council rose and bowed to the
senor. That exception was Tikal, who
stared straight before him and did not
move. Scarcely had they resumed their
seats when the sound of singing was
heard again. mingled with that of
mausiec, and far away, at the foot of the
long hall, appeared a band of musicians
playing upon pipes of reeds, clad in the
royal livery of green anl crowned with
oak leaves. After the musicians
marched, or, rather. danced, a nunber
of young girls robed in white only. and
carrying white lilies in their hands,
which they threw upon the floor to be
trodden by the feet of the bride.

Next came Maya herself, & sight of
beauty such as stirred even my cold
heart and caused me to think more
gently of the senor, who had become
party to a trick to win her. She also
was arrayed in white, embreidered with

old, and having the symbol of the

Ieart blazoned on her breast; about
her waist and neck were a girdle and
collar of precious emeralds; on her head
was set a tiara of perfect pearls taken
in past ages from the shellfish of the
lake, and round her wrists and ankles
were bangles of dead gold. Her wav-
ing hair hung loose almost to her san-
daled feet, and in her hand, as token of
her rank, she bore a little golden seep-
ter, having at one end a great pearl
and at the other a heart-shaped em-
erald.

Now the bridegroom and the bride
stood together in the open space sur-
rounded by the half cirele of the Coun-
cil of the Heart, amongr whom I was
given a scat, while belind them were
arranged the musicinns and singing
girls, and behind these again pressed
the giittering andience of ma.itage
ests,

When all were st their piacesa her-
ald arose and cried ont the names and
titles of the pair, reciting Lriefly thas
they were to be wed by the direct com-
mand of the guardian god of the city,
by the wish of the Council of the Ileart,
and because of the love that they bore

one another. Next reading from a |
written roll he published the text of

the agreement whereby Maya re- |
nounced her right as ruler in favor of|
her Cousin Tikal, anfi I noticed thet |
this agreement was received by the |
company in cold silence and with some |
few expressions of disapproval.

Lastly, from another roll he read a
list of the honors, offices, wealth, houses
and servants which were thereby as-
signed to the Lady Maya and her con-
sort, and also to myself, their friend,
for the maintenance of their rank and
dignity and of my comfort.

aving finished his task he asked the
senor and Maya whether they had
heard all that he had read by command
of the couneil, and, if so. whether they
approved thereof.

hey bowed their heads in asseat,
wherenpon the herald turned, and, ad-
dressing Tikul by all his titles, called
upon hgn in virtue of his priuﬂf of-
fice and of his the

tion as chief o
two one in thedace

a
then turned opon him fiercely and then
said aloud so all ¢ould hear him:

1 tell you, Mattai, that I will be no
party to this iniquity. Has such athin
been heard of before that the Lady
the Heart. the highest lady in the land,
should be given in marriage to &
strangrer, who, like some loat dog, has
wandered to our gate?”

*The propheey—" began Mattai

“The prophecy! § t no faith in
prophecies. Why should [ obey a proph-
ecy written now. when or by whom
I do not know? This lady was my
zfianced bride, and now I am asked to
unite her to a nameless man, who is
not even of our blood or faith. Well,
I will not.™

“Surely. lord, you blaspheme,” an-
swered Mattai, growing wroth, *‘see-
ing that it is not for the highest priest
to speak against the oracle of the god.
Also,” he added, with meaning, ‘““what
can it be to you who are not ten days
wed to the lady at your side, thatshe to
whom once vou were affianced should
choose another as her husband?”

“What is it to me?" asked Tikal furi-
ously. *“If von desire to know I wiil
tell you. It'is everything. How did I
come to break my troth and to take
vour daughter as a wife? Through
you. Mattai, through you, the liar and
false prophet. Did yon not swear to
me that Maya was dead yonder in the
wilderness? And did you not. to

| satisfy your own ambitions, force ne

on to take vour daughter to wife, ay.
and is not this marriage between the
Lady of the Heart and the white mana
plot of yours, devised for the farther-
ing of yvour ends?”

Now, while all stood astonished, of a
sudden Nahua, who hitherto had lis-
tened in stony silence, rose and said:

**My lord Tika! forgets that common
courtesy should protect even an unwel-
come wife from public insult.”™ Then
she turncd and left the hall by the door
which was behind her.

Now a murmur of pity for the lady
and indignation against the man ran
through the company, and asit died
away Tikal said:

“Evil will come of this night's work
and in it I will have no hand. Do what
vou will and abide the issue,” and be-
fore any could speak in answer he also
had left the hall followed by his guards,

For awhile there was silence, then
folk began to talk econfusediy, and
some of the members of the Drother-
hood of the Heart, rising from their
chairs, took hurried ecounse!l together.
At length they reseated themselves,
and, holding up his hand to secure

| quiet, Mattai spoke thus:

“Forgive me,” he said, addressing the
audience, “if my words seem few and
rouch, bmt it is bard for me to be calm
in the face of the open insult which has
heen put upon my daughter and myself
before vou all. 1 will not steop to an-
swer the charges that the loed Tikal
has brought against me in his rage.
Surely, some evil power must have af-
flicted him with madness, that, forget-
ting his honor as a man and his duty as
a prince and priest, he should dare to
ntter such calumnies against the god
we worship, the white man whom the
god has chosen to be a husband to the
Lady Maya, and myself, the keeper of
the sanctuary. There were magy
among vou who held me foolish when,
after mueh praver and thonght, to fur-
ther what I believed to be the true in-
terests of the whole r:-nplc. I pave my
voice in favor of the lifting up of Tikal
to fill the place and honor of eacique
im room of our late prince, Zibalbay,
whom we thought dead with his daugh-
ter in the wilderness. To-night I see
that they were right, and that I was
foolish indeed.

“But enough of regrets and bitter
talk that make ill music at a marriage
feast. Tikal, the head of our hierarchy,
has gone, but other priests are left, nor
is his will the will of the Council or of
the People of the Heart, for whom the
Council fspeaks. Their will it is that
this marriage should go forward. and
Dimas, my brother, as the oldest
among us, I call upon you to celebrate
i.”

Now the company shouted in ap-
plause, for they were set upon this
strange union of a white man with their
lady, if only because it was a new thing
and touched their imagination, and
even those of them who were of his party
were wroth with Tikal on account of
his ill behavior and the cruel affront that
he had offered to his new-made wife.

S0 soon as the tumult had died away
the old priest, Dimas, rose, and taking
the handsof Maya and the senor, he
joined them and said a very touching
and beautiful prayer over them, bless-
ing them and entreating the spirit,
Heart of [leaven, and other gods to give
them inerease and to make them happy
in each other’s love.

Lastly, he laid a white silken cloth
which had been prepared upon their
heads as they knelt before him, and,
loosing the emerald girdle about the
waist of the bride, took her right hand
and placed it npon the arm of the
senor, then he bound the girdle round

i wrist and arm, buckled it. and in a few

solemn words declared these twain to
be man and wife in the face of Heaven
and earth till death undid them.

Now the cloth was lifted and the gir-
dle loosed, and standing upon their feet
the new wed pair kissed each other be-
fore the people. A shout of joy went
up that shook the paneled roof, and
one by one, in order of their rank, the
guests pressed forward to wish {10{ te
the bride and bridegroom, most of them
bringing some costly and beautiful
gift, which they gave into the charge of
the waitine ladies. Last of all came
the old priest, Dimas, and said:

“Sweet bride, the gift that I am com-
manded by the ecouncil to make to you,
thongh of little valne in itself, is yet
one of the most precions to be fouml
within the walls of this ancient city,
being neothing less than the holy sym-
bol -2 the all-seeing Eye of the Heart
«f Heaven, which through you men be-
hold to~day for the first time for many
generations.

“Wear it always, lady. and remembez
that, though this jewel has no sigit,
yet that eye of which it is a token fram

wnr to hour reads your most secret
soul and purpose. Make your thoughts,
then, as fair as your body, and let your
breast harbor neither guile nor evii, 101
of all these things in a day to come vou
must surely give account.”

As he spoke he drew from the case
that hid it nothing less than that awful
ove which we had seen within the hol-
low of the heart when with unhallowed
hkands we robbed it, substituting the
false for the true. Now it had been set
in a band of ﬁold and hung to a golden
chain which he placed about her neck,
so that the red and cruel-looking gem
lay gleaming on her naked breast.
Maya bowed and muttered some words
of thanks, but I saw that her spirit
failed her at the touch of the ominous
thing, for she turned faint and would
have fallen hiad not her husband caught
ber by the arm.

ITO BE CONTINUED.|

—

His Lesson.

The Old Man (handing him & check)
—I hope, Jack, that this experience will
be a lesson to you!

Jack Flitterly—It will, sir. I know
where to come now when I get intoas
scrape!—Truth.

At Siome for Once
Caller—Is drs. Gadabout at home?
“ m. “Mqltlwm!

PITH -AND POINT.

~—S8he—I wonder what is ‘the oid, old
story ™ He—"You are the first girl
I ever luved.”"—Indianapolis Journsl.

—He--They say there are microbesin
a woman's kiss.” She—"I hope not™
*Why?"” *I don't wantio havetnlto!
kissing Fido."—Town Topics. |

—Bunbles—"My wife and T met by
acciden:t. Thrown together by chance,
es it were.” Wheelwoman (eagerly)—
“‘Did you break the bicycles ?"—Buffala
Times,

—Bill—*Have you seen Sam’s inven-
tion—how to tell a bad egg?” Charlie
—*No; but a person whe could not tell
a2 bad egg when he had one must be a
fool."—HEaltimore Life,

—There are three things yet to be
discovered—perpetual motion, a fiying
machine which will fly, and a woman
who does not face the rear when get-
ting off a street car.—N. Y. Commercial
Advertiser,

—*“My partin the amateur theairicals
could not have been a complete failure ™
declared Alice, “They did not hiss me.™
*Of course,” declared Xer best girl
friend. *“People cannot vawn and hiss
at the same time."—Detrcit Free Press,

—*1 really shall have to leave this ho-
tel,” said the weary man to the propri-
etor. “There is a baby in the next room
to mine, and he ecries 2l night.” ]
don’t see why you shouid complain.”
said the proprietor. “His father and
mother nave him in the same room with
them and they haven't soid 8 word."—
Harper's Dazar.

—Manp's Faithful Friend, — Weary
Watkins—*"1 don't like dogs ginerally,
but one of "em did save my life once,”
ITungry Higgins—*Wot dog ever saved
vour life?” Weary Watkins-—*He was
cne of these here little pugs. 1 seen
Yim trottin® along behind a woman and
swiped "im an’ traded "im for a drink.™
—Indianapolis Journal.

NORTHERN AFRICA.

Arals Bedoulns of

Flalns.

Only on the plains are the Arabs ta
be found, but here their tents are scat-
tered in every direction. From the At.
lantic to the Atlas, from Targier to Mo~
gadar, and then away through the fer-
tile provinee of Soos, one of the chief
features of Moracco is the series of wide
alluvial treeless plains, oftenapparently

Life of the the

| as flat as a table, but here and there cut

up by winding rivers and crossed by
low ridges. The fertility of these dis-
tricts is remarkable, but owing to the
msigovernment of the ecountry, which
renders native property so insecure,
only a small portion is cultivated. It is
nn the untilled slopes which border
these plains that the Aralb  encamp-
ments are to be found-—eireles or ovals
of low, goat-hair tents, ench covering
a large area in proportion to its height,
As the traveler approaches them he 1s
greeted by a chorus of barking, which
soon brings ont some swarthy form—
in the daytime vsually that of 2 woman,
for the men will be away with the flocks
ef cattle, plowirg, sowing or reaping.
Unless they are traveling or fighting,
here ends the chapter of their occupa-
tions. In the evening they stuff them-
selves to repletion, if they can afford 1t
with n wholesome dish of prepared bar-
ley or wheat meal, seldom 2ceompanied
with meat; then, after a gossip round
the crackling fire, or, on state occasious,
three cups of sirupy green tea apicce,
they roll themselves up in their long
blankets and sleep on the ground. The
first blush of dawn sees them stirring,
and soon all is life and excitement. The
men all go off to their varions labors, as
do many of the stronger women, while
the remainder attend to their scanty
household duties,lateron barking in the
sun. But the moment the stranger ar-
rives the scene changes, and the inces-
sant din of dogs.hags and babies com-
mences, to which the visitor is doomed
till late at night, with the addition theg
of neighs and brays. Outside the circle
of tents is a ring of thorny hushes, cut
and piled in such a manner that their
Interwoven branches prove an effective
barrier, and at night the only space left
free for an entrance is closed in the
same manner. The roofs only of the
tents are of cloth: the sides, about threa
feet high, are formed of bhundles of
thistles stood on end, or of any brush-
wond the locality affords. Insille, the
leaves of the palmetto serve for plush,
being supplemented by a mat or two.
The furniture consists, perhaps, of a
rude hand-loom, a hand-mill and three
etones in a hole for a fireplace. Around
the sides are tethered donkeys or calves,
while fowis and dogs have the run ol
the establishment. Dirt is the prevail-
ing feature—Harper's Magazine.

FPhotographed by Lightning.

A mysterious vagary of a recent tor-
nado and eleectric storm is reported
from Stoughton, Mich. A large barn
had been recently erected by Abner
Millikan, facing the main street, and he,
Leing an ardent republican, decorated
the newly painted sides with large lith-
ograph portraits of McKinley and Ho-
bart, *“the workman's friend.” Dur-
ing the progress of the storm lightning
played about the building repeatedly,
and during the second storm, which
came at 1:30 a. m., a blinding flash of
lightning was seen to envelop the build-
ing in a cheet of lame. Millikan and his
hired man hastened to the building, ex-
pecting to find it afire in a dozen places,
but, to their astonishment, the bolt ap-
jeared to have done no harm. When
daylight came it was seen that the lith-
ographs had been torn bodily from the
barn, and in their place was a perfect re-
production of the portraits, to the
smallest detail, photographed on the
newly painted sides of the building.—
Paltimore American.

A Tough VPeocry.

Mexican ponies are proverbially =
iough lot, but one out in New Mexice
has established a new record. A hunt-
ing party was making the ascent of a
mountain, and the path was narrow
and dangerous. Finally it became nee-
essary to dismount and lead the ani-
mals. Presently they came to a narrow
ledge, and the horses had to jumpupen
ft. The pony referred to, miscalculated
the distance, and *went sheer over a
precipice, at least 200 feet deep. He
rolled over a dozen times and finally
disappeared in the bushes at the bot-
tom. He had on a good saddle, and a
man was sent down for it. Presently
he velled np: “He isn't dead! He's
standing up drinking water!™ Sure
enough, the pony was alive, with no
bones broken, although he was cut in
50 places. He got well and is still liv-
ing.—Golden Days.

In the Shoe Store.

“Those shoes are dreadfully tight. Do
you think I can walk in them "

“0Oh, yes, madam; [ think on a stretgh
you could."—Detroit Free Press.

:

HONEST MONEY. 4

4 Osatechlsm for “Our Friends, the

Ensmy,” to Eead and Ponder Uver.

Q.—Is our present monetary system
*honest,” as cleimed by its champions?

A.—Itismot. In an honest monetary
system one dollar should be just as good’
a2s another dollar in law, so that the
creditor class cannot take advantage of
the wealth producers, who maust ulti-
mately pay all debts.

Q.—In what way is our present money
dishonest?

A.—The silver dollar is not zs good
as a gold dollar because the latter is
the unit of value, is full legal tender
with the privilege of free coinage at the
mints, while the former is demonetized,
is discredited as redemption money, is
not full legal tender, and the metal out
of which it is made is treated as a com-
modity by the government.

Q.—What is the limitation to the
legal tender of silver?

A—It is full legal tender for anv
amount—“except when otherwise ex-
pressly stipulated by contraet.”

€Q.—Is one paper or credit dollar as
zood as another?

A.—No; our paper money is not hon-
est. The greenback comes nearer being
an honest dollar, because it is fuil legal
tender except for interest on the publie
debt and custom dues. The legal tender
of the silver certificate or treasury note
may be abrogated by private contract,
and the national bank note is not legal
tender for any amount.

Q.—What is the effect of the discrimi-
nation in law?

A.—The gold and greenbacks have
been taken out of circulation by the
banks because they are in law the bet-
ter money, while the farmer an: other
producers and wage-earners are paid
in silver, silver certificates and bank
notes.

Q.—How under this system nare the
money changers taking advantage of
the wealth producers?

Doubt leads to inquiry. Inquiryleads|

to knowledge. Enowledge shows the
truth. Truth makes “silverites.”
Mr, Francis Adams recently wrote:

lift from the world a burden of over
$4,000,000,000 of debt placed solely there
through its demonetization; that the
vital force thus released can be much
more beneficently employed, while at
the same timé an everlastinzg stop will
be put to the perversion of the term
“sound money.” Mr.Adams continues:

Let us see If this one pin to which they
hang thelr claim wiil hold. To establish
a ratio between any two commodities, bo
they gold and silver, potatoes and peat, sitk
and calich, it Is necessary, in order to as-
certain their relationship, that these points
be settled: How do the two articles com-
pare as regards production? Is there as
much of the one as of the other? What
is the demand for the two, equal or un-
equual? Upon these points will depend the
mercantile value, for no man is so ignorant,
no party so perfidious as to galn=ay that
the law of product and demand regulates
price.

In snswer to the guestions, let me
say: The report of the director of tha
mint for 1594 shows, on pages 304-303,
that the ratio of preduction of the two
metals varies greatly, sometimes coin-
ing value 67 per cent. gold, 33 per cent.
silver, sometimes 78 per cent. gold and
22 per cent. silver; somelimes these
ratios are reversed, but during the four
and a quarter centuries since the dis-
covery of America the total production
has been 46 per cent. gold and 54 per
cent. silver, showing thatsixteen to one

A.—They loan silver and its repre-

is pretty neanGod's ratio. For the year

COLUMBIA |

N FETTERS.

sentatives, or bank notes, and in the
bond, mortgage or note demand repay-
ment in gold. Then, having the bond,
they are using every means in their
power to make gold as dear as possible.
In this way they will get more wealth
for their bond and interest thereon.
They are also looking forward to a time
when the present extraordinary method
of maintaining the parity will fail and
they can force gold to a premium—the
premium of searcity. Then, in the par-
lance of the board of trade gamblers,
they will “have a corner” and cun
“squeeze the shorts."”

Q.—Is the gold dollar an honest dol-
lar?

A.—That dollar alone is honest which
maintains the delicate relations be-
tween debtor and creditor without ad-
vantage to either. As the gold dollar
has doubled in purchasing power jt is
enriching the creditor at the expense of
the wealth producer.

Q.—How can we make all our money
honest? i

A.—DBy making one dollar just as good
as another dollar in law; fixing the unit
of value in both gold and silver dol-
lnr on the present coinage ratio of six-
teen to one; making both full legal ten-
der without exceptions or qualifiea-
tions; using both for redemption pur-
poses without diserimination and giv-
ing each equal privileges at the mint:
also by making all eredit money full
‘egral tender. Then our monetary sys-
tem will be honest and our money egua!
to the best money of the most civilized
nations. It will then need no bond sales
to maintain its parity or to keep ene dol-
lar just as good az another Jollar.—
Western Rural.

A Lesson to the Veterans,

The annnal encampment of the Grand
Army of the Republic,at St. Panl, makes
it apparent that the roll is rapidly thin-
ning, and that before long this grand
organization will live only in memory.

The roster showed a decrease of 17,000
in membership during the year. Of
these 7,293 answered the last surnmons
end while those mustered in numbered
but 13,467, the suspensions, possibly due
to hard times, numbered 23,033.

These tables furmish an interesting
study to the veterans, and those who
cherish the G. A. R. When men find it
diffieult to support themselves t nd fam-
ilies, the dues of the society or the G. A.
Ii. become o severe tax.

Dy no other circumstance can so long
a suspension list in the Grand Army of
the Lepublic be accounted for, and it
demonstrates the necessity for more
money, and a policy which will mean
prosperity to America.—Philadelphia

Ttem.

A FPertinent [nquiry.

This country mow has the gingle
gold standard; why do not the gold dol-
Jars stay at home where they belong
and help the Ameriean Iaborer to make
business better?—FPhiladelphia Item.

Gold Craze Is Waning.
The gold craze is waning, and the
hu:m

1803 the production was 43 per cent.
gold to 57 per cent. silver. The above
answers the first and second inter-
rogatory. Now for the third: BSo far
as the records show, up to 1873, the de-
mand for both metals was absolutely
unlimited—at an approximately fixed
price since 1804, viz., that set by the
French ratio of fifteen and one-half to
one, As a result, as shown on page 288,
same report, the ratio fluctuated from
1687 to 1806, between 14 14-100 to 1 and
5 79-100 to 1. The fluctuations from
1806 to 1573 being between 16 11-100 to
1 and 15 35-100 to 1, or less than our
sometime fluctuntions in gold exchange,
Since 1873 this unlimited demand has
been taken from silver, by law, and left
on gold, with the result of a tremen-
dous fall in the value of silver as ex-
pressed in gold. Mr. Adams writes:

Silver, on the other hand, is subject to
violent, sudden and frequent fluctuations;
nations cannot establish a price for sliver
bulllon and be certain that it will remain
at that price, or practically so. And for
this reason debts, national and private,
bonds and all future payments are made
to read “payable in gold."”

Here are two mistaken impressions
entertained by him. The Royal commisz-
sion of Great Britain in 1878 unanimous-
Iy signed a report agreeing that it was
the French ratio which gave the stabil-
ity to both metals held by them during
the fabulous production of gold in the
‘308 and the immense silver demand of
India in the "60s. Further, not a single
national bond of the United States was
ever made “payable in gold.” Privaie
debts “payable in gold™ were never an-
thorized by law until 1579, The outrage
of allowing an individual to avoid the
legal tender laws of this nation will be
forbidden in 1897,

Realizinz how erroneous his premises
are, I trust Mr. Adams will doubt the
accuracy of his predictions. He says Lie
is a wage-earner. I congratulate him.
I belong to a class who have ceased to
earn wages. I am a farmer. When
“sound (?) money men” tell us we are
getting poor because we work hard we
doubt it. When they tell us that coin-
ing silver at God's ratio will wreck the
country we take leave to doubt that.—
Habersham King, in N. Y. Journal.

The Money Lender.

There are honest money-lenders, hon-
est bankers, and their occupation is just
as legitimate and useful as any other.
But, as the Irishman said of the bedbug:
“I do not object to the bedbug as a bug,
but I do object to the way he gets his
living.” So we donotobject to bankers,
brokers and security-holders as a class,
but we do object to having the dishonest
and greedy ones among them ruin the
country that they may feed and fatten
on the carcass.—Western Rural.

A Mistako Somewhers.

There is a mistake somewhere, It
cannot be true that free coinage of sil-
ver will give us 50-cent dollars and also
double the value of the silver miners’
prodoct. If silver comes to par there
can be no 50-cent dollars; if milver does
not rise the mine owners’ product will
not rise.—St. Louis Jcurnal of Agricul-

other for men, wages rise. When men
bid against ons another for work,
wages fall. Steady work, even at an
advance in wages, will allow working-
men to pay the higher prices that they
would have to pay for the things they
peed. Fixed charges (such as interest,
railroad fares, salaries of public of-
ficers, efc.,) would not advance, being
already fixed by law. It is a simple
proposition that if all the factories are
running full time and selling their
product at higher proces, that their
employers aré better off. It is not be-
cause people do not want manufactured

that our factories are running on
less than full time and with a decreased
force, but that the people have not
the means to buy. Sixty-five per cent.
of the population of Elmira and that
tributary to Elmira are engaged di-
rectly and indirectly in “agricultural
pursnits. If we can bring prosperity to
that class the rest will share it. Free
coinage aims at that result in this way.
It will arbitrarily fix the price of sil-
ver bullion at $1.20 per ounce, and this
country (the greatest and naturally the
wealthiest on earth) is powerful enough
to fix that price for the warld, for no one
in a foreign land will take less for silver
than he can get for it here. This will
prevent England from driving down the
price of our agricultural products, for
she ean no longer buy silver bullion at
a low price (from 49 to 68 cents per
ounce) coin it and spend it in India at
its face value of $1.29 per ounce, Every
ounce she buys anywhere will cost her
$1.20, and that is all she can spend it
for. So she ean no longer land Indlin
wheat and cotton in Liverpool at a low
price, but it will cost her full value.
Wheat will rise here, cotton will rise,
other agricultural products following,
the only measure of price being the un-
interfered with law of supply and de-
mand. Thus in giving prosperity to the
agricultural classes we give it to our-
selves who make our living directly or
indirectly from them.—Cor. Elmira

Telegram.
RESTORE THE DEMAND.

The Effect Legislstion Would Have o
the Price of Sllver,

Why has silver “depreciated to 50
centis in the dollar?” and Mow can the
inw restore it to a 100-cent dollar?"

A witty Jew once said in my presence
that Moses got up the first corner on
beef of which history gives an accounts
“He bought up all the beef cattle and
then passed a law forbidding the people
to use swine’s ‘flesh, and mude miliions
out of the rise of beef.” Even a ten-
year-old boy ought to see that under
such a law beef would go up and bacon
go down. Noi that the law directly
fixes the value of either, but by
ing the demand for one and increasing
the demand for the other. While law
cannot fix values it can create or de-
stroy either demand or supply.

For untold ages prior to 1573 all the
great commercial nations used two met-
als as redemption money (except
Engiand for a short time). One was
gold and one was silver. In 1873 and
1874 the great nations destroyed silver
as o redemption money. Thus was de-
stroyed the almost unlimited demoaund
for silver for this purpose, and in-
creasing the demand for gold.. Of
course and inevitably, under the law of
demand and supply, silver went down
and gold went up, and now gold stand-
ard men take advantage of this neces-
sary result of their own wrong to dis-
credit silver. And during all the ages
that both metals were used os redemp-
tion or real money their relative values,
no matter what their relative supplies,
did not vary more than three points,
while during the 23 years since the de-
mand for silver was cut down their
ratio has changed from 1514 to 1 to 51
to 1.

All that is necessary to restore thelr
ancient ratio is to restore the ancient
demand for silver as rederoption money.
—Hon. W. M. Fishbach, in Chicago Res.
ord.

TOO BROAD A STATEMENT.
Froe Colnage Would Make s Doemand for
Many Additional Days' Labor.

Maj. McKinley in his formal letter ne-
cepting the republican nomination for
president declared that the free coin-
age of silver would “not make farming
less laborious or more profi It
would not start a factory or make a de-
mand for an additional day's labor.”

If free coinage will “not start o fac.
tory or make a demand for an addition-
al day's labor,” then what becnmes of
the stereotyped argument that ‘he pro-
duction of silver will be enormously in-
creased and the country flooded with
it? How can the production be Inargely
increased without giving employment
to more men in the mines? How can
more men find work in the mines with-
out adding to the working force of the
reduction mills? How car more mines
resume operations and more mills start
without ereating a demand for more
food, clothing, machinery nnd supplies
of every kind? How can all of thess
things occur without eastern farms and
factories getting some of the benefits?

So, if we look at it simply as a matter
of silver mining, the statement is entire-
Iy too broad, and Mr. McKinley hnd bet-
ter think a little more.—XNational Bi«
metallist.

Gold and Silver. y
“There is no gold in silver countries,
and plenty of silver in gold countries,™
says 8 gold organ, which sh that
while people can get along ad bly

without gold, they cannot nlong at
all without silver.—A mm_
tion.

The Corner on Gold.
Gold is still ata premiom in New York
notwi the recent importa-
tions of that metal. The truth is thas

tore.

publican.

mhmunhmhqh‘:
tion st all in this country.—Denver Revy
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